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Theatre in 

the garden 
 

 
Ben Wiggins and Jess Boyd – from the cast of Hay Fever 
 
VCS members have a treat this summer. 
 

Our supporters James and Claire Slaughter are hosting a “theatre in the garden” event at 
their home at Hillside, in Hayle Place. 
 

The professional touring theatre company Changeling Theatre will present an outdoor  
performance of Noel Coward’s popular comedy of manners, Hay Fever. 
 

The story, set in the 1920s, is about a country house party with the Bliss family, which goes 
disastrously wrong. 
 
Tickets are £30 per couple, with children permitted free. Patrons are invited to take their own 
picnics and alcoholic refreshments 
 
All profits will go to the Valley Conservation Society. 

 

 

Complimentary copy 

for your interest 

 



 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Swing night success 
 

Our evening of swing music with the band Five In The Bar on April 18 proved a 
wonderful night of nostalgia. 
 

The fish and chip supper was lovely, the 
alcohol flowed freely, and the band were 
terrific. 
 
Before the end of the night, many of the 
audience were up dancing in the aisles – a 
first for one of our shows! 

 
The evening also proved a financial 
success – a well supported raffle helped 
boost the amount raised for the society to 
over £600. 

 
The only disappointment was that we were 
not able to accommodate all those who 
wanted to come. We managed to squeeze 
around 140 patrons into Boughton 
Monchelsea village hall, but that still left 
us with around 30 people on a waiting list. 

 
No doubt we will ask Five In The Bar back 
again in due course – next time we advise 
members not to hold off booking tickets – 
or you may be disappointed! 
 
Left: singer Tony Ellingham in action 

 

Noel Coward’s 
 

HAY FEVER 
 

Saturday, July 11, at 6pm 
 

Hillside, Hayle Place, Tovil ME15 6DW 
 

Book with Claire on Claireyb24@hotmail.com 
or with Nicki on Nicki.david@libertyiu.com 

 
Inquiries to Claire on 07715 113605 

 

 

mailto:Claireyb24@hotmail.com
mailto:Nicki.david@libertyiu.com


 

 
 

Waiting to serve you! 
 

Our big social event of the year will be the summer barbecue – to be held in 
the beautiful grounds of The Manor House at Hayle Place. 
 

Once again there will be a full range of burgers, sausages and chicken quarters cooked in 
front of you, complemented by salads, rolls and a full range of desserts. (We source all our 
meat and fresh fruit locally.)  There will be live music from the Dastardly Scoundrels. 
 

Saturday, July 25 
 

Patrons should bring their own picnic-tables and chairs, or a rug or blanket to sit on. Parking 
will be in a neighbouring field – you can drop off using the drive to the Manor House, but 
please don’t park there. 
 

Tickets are £10 and are on sale NOW from Alan on 01622 751926. 
(Accompanied children under 14 are FREE) 

 
Tickets must be ordered in advance and before Tuesday, July 21st. 

(Vegetarian options are available but must be requested at the time of ticket purchase) 
 

Admission is from 3pm, with food served from 4pm, carriages at 10pm. 



 

Crisbrook Meadow and Reeds Ponds 
 
The regular Tuesday work parties have continued to enhance the land owned by the Society 
– ether solely or in partnership with Tovil Parish Council - in the Lower Loose Valley  
 
Passers-by agree that enormous improvements have been made to the area. Among the 
latest projects has been repairs to the concrete surrounding the weir and the construction of 
the “bridge” across the gap. The latter was carried out by local member Gary Stead and his 
company – for free. 
 
 

 
 
The land management committee has ambitious plans for the area – and we have even been 
holding discussions with the Gurkhas of 36 Engineers to see if they can help us. 
 
Unfortunately, the valley suffered from repeated attacks of vandalism, plus unauthorised visits 
by fishermen, and the appearance of off-road bikers for a period of several weeks around 
Easter, but we are glad to say that it has tapered off a little thanks to action by the police. 
 
We have a new PCSO – Doug Muir – who is keen to help us and we have also had a visit 
from the county’s Wildlife Police Officer – yes there really is one – over the illegal fishing. 
 
To be clear, there is no fishing allowed in any of the ponds in the Lower Valley – and certainly 
no riding of motorcycles. 
 
We ask all members, friends and supporters to dial the police IMMEDIATELY if you see any 
of these activities, and follow it up with a call to our chairman, Bryn Cornwell. 
 
You do not need to confront the offenders yourself (unless you feel able to do so). 



 
The best contact is PCSO Douglas Muir on 07980 965 600. 
 
If he can’t be reached, call police on 101. If you see a crime in progress, dial 999. 
 
Bryn’s number is 01622 746514. 
  
 

Hayle Park Nature Reserve 
 
The Hayle Park Nature Reserve is owned and managed by a trust – but the Society has the 
right to appoint three of the nine trustees. It is also the VCS work party which is taking on the 
day-to-day management. 
 
Much has been done with new planting and creating new paths and walks – sometimes with 
the aid of local schools. On Monday (11 May), a group of students from Mid Kent College 
visited to help create a new path through the woods. 
 
Taylor Wimpey is nearing completion of its adjacent housing estate and we are in negotiation 
with the company on the final boundary fences they intend to leave. 
 
One area where there is no agreement as yet is the future of the SUDS pond created by the 
company to take run-off from the estate. KCC, MBC and Taylor Wimpey have not agreed who 
will be responsible for this in the future. It is not on land actually owned by the Trust. 
 

Slow-worms and lizards 
Members will recall that Taylor Wimpey took advantage of their ownership of the land that 
was later to become the nature reserve to use it as a “receptor site” for lizards and slow-
worms which had to be moved from one of its other building sites in Staplehurst. 
 

  
The slow-worms were just not fast enough  
 
A follow-up survey commissioned by Taylor Wimpey last month found only three reptiles on 
the site from the 1400 that had been originally transferred. 
 
Sadly domestic cats from the neighbouring estate may have taken their toll of the population. 
 



Election 
 
During the General Election campaign, the Loose Valley became a popular cause with the 
contesting candidates. 
 
Conservative Helen Grant (who eventually proved the victor) met VCS, NLRA and local 
residents at Cripple Street to pledge her support to opposition to the planning application 
proposed for Dimmocks Field. 
 
A little later, the Liberal Democrat candidate Jasper Gerard chose a visit to admire the VCS 
work party on a Tuesday morning as an opportunity to publicize his party’s new nature 
reserve policy. 
 
On a local level, there was also an election for one of South Ward’s three borough council 
seats. 
 
In a result that bucked the national trend, the sitting Conservative councillor Mike Hogg 
became one of the few Tories in the country to actually lose his seat. He was beaten by Lib 
Dem Brian Clark, who is also the KCC member for the area.  
 
 
 

The results were:          
  

 Brian Clark, (Lib Dem) 1748 

 Mike Hogg (Con)        1632 

 John Barned (UKIP)       744 

 Wendy Hollands (Lab)  371 

 Guy Tanner (Green)     117 
 
Right: Cllr Clark 
 
 

Membership 
 
We are delighted to announce the Society has had a surge in new membership applications 
in the last six weeks – with around 150 people applying. 
 
This has placed a little pressure on our membership secretary, who is struggling to process 
the applications fast enough. 
 
We ask our new members to be patient while waiting for the arrival of their membership card 
– we will get to you. 
 
In the meantime, if you are a former member who has not yet renewed for 2015, please do so 
using the form at the back. This is the last newsletter that will go out to lapsed members. 
 
 
 

 



North Loose Residents’ Association – 
Neighbourhood Plan 
  

You have to take your hat off to our neighbours in North Loose. 
 

The North Loose Residents Association has worked extremely hard and 
become  the first organisation in the Maidstone Borough to reach a stage where 
it can put forward a proposed Neighbourhood Plan for a second round of 
“regulation 14” public consultation. 
 

Neighbourhood Plans were introduced as part of the Government’s “Localism 
Agenda” and are intended to give local communities a voice in shaping 
development in their area. 
 

There will be a stage at the end where residents will be asked to vote in a 
referendum on whether to adopt the Neighbourhood Plan or not, but we are not 
there yet. 
 

This is a consultation stage, where it is hoped residents will examine the 
proposals being put forward by NLRA and give them some feedback. 
 

The draft plan can be viewed on the NLRA website: www.northloose.co.uk 
 

It is also available to view at a number of local shops and businesses, as below: 
 

Loose Post Office:            
Monday – Friday 7am – 5.30pm  / Sat 7am – 4.30pm  / Sun 8am – 12 noon 
  
Dolly Tub, Boughton Parade: 
Monday – Saturday  8.30am – 6pm 
  

Lucky’s Newsagents, Boughton Parade: 
Monday – Friday 6am – 6.30pm / Sat 6am – 7.30pm / Sun 6am – 3pm 
  

South Park News, Wheatsheaf Parade: 
Monday – Saturday 6am – 10pm / Sunday 7.30am – 9pm 
 
Plumbase, Enterprise Road: 
Monday – Friday 7am – 6pm / Saturday 8am – 12noon 
  

We urge members to view the plan and let NLRA have your comments. These 
do not have to be negative. They will be happy to hear of your support for 
particular policies or suggestions too. 
 

The consultation runs from 9 May 2015 to 21 June 2015. 
 

Comments can be emailed to: neighbourhoodplanning@northloose.co.uk, or 
posted to: 
 
Neighbourhood Planning, 46 Broadoak Avenue, Maidstone, ME15 6DH. 

http://www.northloose.co.uk/
mailto:neighbourhoodplanning@northloose.co.uk


 

Work parties 
 

The Society holds work parties every Tuesday and we are always keen to welcome new 
volunteers.  We meet at the Conservation Cabin in Cave Hill, Tovil, ME15 6DU, at 10am. Stay 
for an hour or all day, as you please. Bring sturdy footwear, working gloves and packed lunch. 
 

Spring Walk 
 

Those of you receiving this newsletter by email will be in time to join us for our Spring Walk 
this Saturday (May 16). 
 
We meet at the Conservation Cabin (ME15 6DU) for a guided tour of the VCS land and the 
nature reserve, all followed by tea and cakes at The Manor House in Hayle Park. 
 
It’s a free event. Just come along at 11am. It’s good exercise! 
 
If your paper-copy newsletter is delivered too late for you to join us on our walk this Saturday 
– then our apologies. 
 
Bryn will be happy to arrange for someone to show you around on an individual tour – though 
sadly probably without the tea and cakes. Call him on 01622 746514 to make an 
appointment. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This shot from high up on Mount Ararat reveals the footings of the former Lower 
Crisbrook Mill, which was demolished in the early 1950s. 

 



Membership Application 2015 
 
I/We should like to join/renew our membership with the Valley Conservation Society 
 
Membership costs £2 each per year (50p aged 14 to 18). 
 
 
Name: (1) ………………………………………….…..………………….. 

 
 
 (2) …………………...………….…………………………………. 

 
 
           (3) …………….………………………………..…..……………. 
 
           
           (4) ………….…………..………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………….……... 

 
…………………….……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Postcode : ….……………………….. 
 
Phone ……………………………………... Mobile ……………………………………………...  
 
Email  …………………………………...……………………….. 
 
 
I enclose cheque/cash for £ ……………………… …………  .(donations welcome)  
 
 
Signature(s)…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
To save costs, I am/we are happy to receive future newsletters by email (please tick)  
 
Please send your cheque made out to Valley Conservation Society to: 
 
Colin Holman, Membership Secretary, 
Flat 3, The Manor, Hayle Place, Cripple Street, Maidstone, ME15 6DW 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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